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Swiss Embassy launches exhibition to celebrate the opening
of Switzerland’s Gotthard Base Tunnel

CAIRO, Egypt - The Embassy of Switzerland launched an exhibition titled “Linking North and South”
on January 17" 2017 at the Egyptian Railway Museum to celebrate the opening of Switzerland’s
Gotthard Base tunnel, the world’s longest railway tunnel, linking North and South Europe.

The exhibition was inaugurated by H.E. Egypt’s Minister of Transportation Galal Said, H.E.
Ambassador of Switzerland Markus Leitner, and the Chairman of Egyptian National Railways Medhat
Shousha, and featured large lit-up panels showing the construction and completion of the 57.1
kilometer Gotthard tunnel as well as information about it. A musical concert titled “Trip around the
World” was held at the opening, featuring a Swiss accordion player and Egyptian musicians playing
the violin, kanoon, double bass and percussion.

The recently-renovated two-storey Egyptian Railway Museum, located at the Ramsis Square Railway
station in downtown Cairo, was selected as the venue for the exhibition to highlight the theme of rail
transport. The museum displays hundreds of train models. The “Linking North and South” exhibition
showcasing Switzerland’s Gotthard Base tunnel is now the latest addition to the museum and will
remain on display there until February 1st 2017.

The Gotthard Base tunnel entered into service in December 2016 and is the culmination of 17 years of
construction time and costs of 12.5 billion Swiss francs. It is now the world’s longest railway tunnel
and an important contribution to Europe’s railway system as it offers a flat rail route through the Alps,
connecting north and south of the continent. It allows goods to be transported more efficiently and in
an environmentally-friendly way, and allows passengers to enjoy faster, more comfortable journeys.

“The Gotthard Base tunnel is one of Switzerland’s most ambitious record-breaking projects and
embodies the Swiss values of innovation, precision and sustainability. The ‘Linking North and South’
exhibition showcases the project here in Egypt where the railway network is also about to be renewed.
The Gotthard tunnel is not just a masterpiece of engineering, but also a commitment to public
transport and transport of goods on rail. We are happy to show the importance of Egypt and
Switzerland as two key transit countries for international trade,” said Markus Leitner, Ambassador of
Switzerland to Egypt.

It is also notable that similar machines that were digging the Gotthard Base Tunnel are now digging
the tunnels for the new metro lines in Cairo. Images of the new metro are also on display at the
“Linking North and South” exhibition.

For more information please contact:

Sabina Léaderach, Second Secretary and Cultural Head, the Embassy of Switzerland in Egypt, Tel. (+2)
02 2575 8284

Shaimaa Fayed, Communications Officer, the Embassy of Switzerland in Egypt, Tel. (+2) 02 2575
8284
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