Annual Open Meeting of the Swiss School of Archaeology in Greece
Friday 24 March 2023
Cotsen Hall, Anapiron Polemou 9, Athens

Welcome Message of H.E. Stefan Estermann
Ambassador of Switzerland in Greece

Dear President of the Board of Trustees of the Swiss School of Archaeology in
Greece, Mr. Pascal Broulis

Esteemed Director of the School, Prof. Sylvian Fachard
Dear Representatives of the Greek Authorities

Dear Guests from Switzerland, dear Friends of Greece
Ladies and Gentlemen

Atmoéwe, Tnv TTapauovr TG EBvikAS EopTtn¢ TNG EAANVIKAG AnuokparTiag, ival ueyaAn
MOU TIPNR va 0ag KaAwoopiow, €k Epoug TnG MNpeoBeiag Tng EABeTiag otnv EANGDQ,
otnv ETAocia Avoixt Zuvdvtnon Tng EABETIKAG ApXaioAoyIKRG Zx0AAS oTnv EANGDQ.

(Tonight, on the eve of the National Day of the Hellenic Republic, it is a great honour to
welcome you, on behalf of the Embassy of Switzerland in Greece, for the Annual Open
Meeting of the Swiss School of Archaeology in Greece.)

We are very proud to have the Swiss School of Archaeology here in Greece.
Archaeology, and the School, are an inseparable part of the very privileged relations
that exist between Switzerland and Greece. As Archeologists, you are living the
vibrant philhellenic tradition of Switzerland, which, after two centuries, continues to
be a source of inspiration, motivation and pride. In this sense, you are our
Ambassadors. It is the very idea of « Science Diplomacy » at its best.

The past year 2022 has been particularly successful, as the Swiss School made
some truly sensational discovieries on their sites on the island of Evvia (in
Amarynthos) and and off the island of Antikythera in the deep sea. The School is
doing amzing work, and it has unparalleled expertise and capacities in particular in
the area of underwater archaeology. Professor Fachard and his colleagues will
certainly elaborate on this, so I'm not going to reveal more here in my speech.

Oa nBeAa va suxapioTHow TIG EAANVIKES apxEG, 10iwg To YTToupyeEio MNMoAITiopou Kai
ABAnTIOPOU, yia TNV UTTOCTAPIEN Kal TNV €UTTIOTOC0UVN Toug. Kai Ba rBeAa va
euxaploTHow TNV EABETIKA ZXOAN yia Tov evBouoiaoud Toug Kal To Baupdoio £pyo
TTOU ETTITEAOUV.

240G EuXapIoTW Kal euxoual To 2023 va gival T0o0 emmTuXnuévo 6oo ATav 10 2022!



(I would like to thank the Greek authorities, in particular the Ministry for Culture and Sports,
for their support and trust. And | would like to congratulate the Swiss School for their
enthousiasm and the wonderful work they are doing.

Thank you, and may 2023 be as successful as 2022 has been!)



