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Climate change poses a serious threat to social and economic develop-
ment in India and in particular to the Indian Himalayan Region (IHR). Sci-
entific capacities to understand changes in this region are therefore criti-
cal. The project aims at stregthening the capacities of Indian institutions in 
climate science, with a specific focus on glaciology and related areas, as 
well as  institutional capacities of Himalayan states in India on adaptation 
planning, implementation and policy. 

Theme 

Climate Change 

 
Current scientific evidence suggests instability in the Himalayan ecosystem as 
result of climate change impacts and increased uncertainty. Vulnerability is also 
increased as a result of cascading effects of changes in composition and distri-
bution of natural resources – water, forest and agro-biodiversity. 
 
The Indian Himalayan Region (IHR) is also facing increased frequency and du-
ration of extreme weather events and natural hazards. There is potential for 
changes in river flows due to climate and non-climate induced stressors, which 
can impact local livelihoods and long-term food security of the country.  
 
Strengthening understanding and related policy 
In response, the IHCAP programme builds on three pillars: enhancing capacities 
and knowledge of the Himalayan ecosystem through collaboration between 
Indian and Swiss scientific institutions; institutional strengthening in the Himala-
yan state on adaptation planning and implementation; and linking science and 
community level action to policies across IHR. 
 
The programme supports India’s National Mission for Sustaining the Himalayan 
Ecosystem (NMSHE), a mission of the National Action Plan on Climate Change 
(NAPCC). In particular, the programme aims to strengthen the information base 
and institutional capacities, leverage international and local financial resources 
and develop strategic partnerships towards supporting and facilitating the im-
plementation of the NMSHE and related State Action Plans on Climate Change 
in the Himalayan States.  
 
Creating the conditions for moving ahead 
The programme focuses on increasing institutional and scientific capacities in 
the field of glaciology and related areas by a consortium of Swiss and Indian 
scientists guided by an Indo-Swiss Joint Working Group, knowledge and capac-
ity of stakeholders in the area of adaptation planning and implementation at 
state level in Himachal Pradesh, and dialogue among Indian Himalayan States 
on adaptation policies and planning.  
 
The project offers a good opportunity for generating and disseminating ‘globally 
relevant’ local knowledge, developing innovative solutions to address climate 
change impacts on communities in the mountains and deepening international 
understanding of the issues. 

Region  

India 

Partners 

Department of Science and Tech-
nology (Gvt India), Universities of 
Geneva, Bern and Zurich 

Starting point /  
Background information 

Mountain communities depend on 
climate sensitive sectors and natu-
ral resources for sustaining liveli-
hoods. The Indian Himalayan Re-
gion (IHR) is particularly vulnerable.  

Project target 

The resilience of vulnerable com-
munities in the Himalayas is 
strengthened and knowledge and 
capacities of research institutions, 
communities, and decision-makers 
are connected and enhanced. 

Target group 

Scientists, researchers working on 
glaciology and related areas and 
adaptation; and institutions involved 
in policy formulation and implemen-
tation. 

Costs 

CHF 3’500’000 

Duration 

04/2012 – 03/2015 

Contact 

delhi@sdc.net 


