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One year to go!

This July, Japan marks one year to go before the Tokyo 2020 Olympics
and Paralympics. Preparations are intensifying, and so are the activities
of the Embassy and its partners. Innovation and design are under the
spotlights with ECAL Digital Market, part of our «Doors to Switzer-
land» campaign on the road to the Games. Art enthusiasts shall make
sure to visit the Swiss booths at Tokyo Art Book Fair, or engage with
the mysterious images of Nicolas Henri. Outside of Tokyo, Fukushima
City, one of Switzerland's 2020 Host Towns, is welcoming a grand
concert by Swiss and Japanese musicians. Last but not least, the
website of the «Grand Tour of Switzerland in Japan», which intro-
duces the many locations that bring our two countries closer (sister
cities, sister railways, historical figures, etc.), is now fully available in
Japanese and English. Get onboard!

doorstoswitzerland.com  grandtourofswitzerland.jp

Sister cities
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Sugadaira Kogen, Nagano

12" Skyline Trail Sugadaira

Davos and Ueda City have been sister cites since 1976,
and have maintained strong official and friendship ties.
Also registered as a sister race of the Swiss Alpine Mara-
thon in Davos, the Skyline Trail Sugadaira traverses some
of Nagano Prefecture’s most spectacular sceneries. It
will depart from Sugadaira in Ueda City.
//sugadaira-trail.jp
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«All Inclusivex» by Corina Schwingruber lli¢, Switzerland, September 2018
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several venues in Shibuya
and Harajuku, Tokyo

Short Shorts
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Film Festival & Asia

Short Shorts Film Festival & Asia (SSFF & ASIA), one of
Asia’s largest Academy Awards®-accredited short film
festivals, will hold its 2019 edition in Tokyo. The festival
has received approximately 10,000 short films submitted
from over 120 countries and regions. Out of these, around
200 have been selected to be presented at the festival.
This year, 4 Swiss films are nominated: «Sunday» by
Gael Kyriakidis & Fanny Dreyer, «Framework» by Jasmin
Gordon, «All Inclusive» by Corina Schwingruber llic, and
«Tight Spot» by Kevin Haefelin.

//sst-online.jp

Concerts
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www.notosquartett.de/en
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MAY 7-JUN 2 several locations in Qita,

Tokyo and Ibaraki

217 MUSIC FESTIVAL
Argerich’s Meeting Point
in Beppu 2019

Music Festival Argerich’s Meeting Point was initiated by
Switzerland-based pianist Martha Argerich with the aim
to bring high-quality music to children, cultivate their
aesthetic sentiments, and foster young talents by giving
them the opportunity to perform with renowned artists.
This year's festival will be held under the title «Eternal
Truth — Beethoven» and will feature major artists such
as Charles Dutoit (conductor), Mischa Maisky (cello),
and Seiji Ozawa (conductor).

www.argerich-mf.jp/en

MAY 28—-JUN 9 several venues in Tokyo, Takasaki,

Osaka, Kyoto, Sapporo

Anemochore Japan Tour

The Swiss quartet Anemochore consists of Sebastian
Strinning (tenor saxophone & bass clarinet), Frantz Loriot
(viola), Daniel Studer (double bass) and Benjamin Brodbeck
(drums). They will introduce their own brand of improvised/
experimental music in various corners of Japan. Some
collaborations with local performers are also planned.
www.danielstuder.ch/project-f24.php

JUL 2-5——Kyoto, Nagoya, Tokyo

Notos Quartett
First Japan Tour

The Notos Quartet, including Swiss violist Andrea Burger,
will tour Japan for the first time in July. The Notos
Quartet’s vision is not only to perform well-known
masterpieces, but also to reveal lost and forgotten
treasures, and to champion new compositions for piano
and three string instruments. This Japan tour program
includes Béla Bartok's piano quartet, a rediscovery which
the ensemble recorded as a world premiere, receiving
international acclaim.

www.notosquartett.de/en

JUL 14-15———Kyoto Art Center, Kyoto
AUG 24-SEP 23 Nakanojo Biennale 2019, Gunma

Hojo + Kraft: «My Place /
My Sound» & «Grass
Eater Diary»

Since 2016, Swiss and Japanese vocalists, sound artists
and performers Rahel Kraft and Tomoko Hojo have de-
veloped a collaborative practice around sound, place and
intimacy. Mixing performances, interviews, field record-
ings, texts and improvisations, they create sound works
focusing on the individual relationship between sound and
space. At the Kyoto Art Center, they will perform «My
Place / My Sound» which is based on four past projects.
During their one-month residency at the Nakanojo Biennale
2019, the artists are expected to develop a geo-localised
audio walk. «Grass Eater Diary» will expand our auditory
sensibility in relation to idling, walking and listening. This
sonic immersive experience in the open-air environment
will be exhibited at the Sawatori Onsen Area.
hojokraft.com www.kac.or.jp/eng
nakanojo-biennale.com/english

JUL 21

Joint Concert: Musicians
from Switzerland and
Fukushima

Since the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011, Fuku-
shima Prefecture and Switzerland have deepened their
friendship. Featuring 200 Swiss and Japanese musicians,
the 4™ Joint concert to support the reconstruction of
Fukushima will be part of a series of large music exchange
concerts. This time, around 50 musicians from Switzer-
land, including the choir group «YOROKOBI» and Hitomi
Kutsuzawa, a Zurich-based Japanese music teacher at
the Musikschule Konservatorium Zurich (MKZ), will

visit Fukushima and play along with students and other
Japanese musicians.
www.f-shinkoukousha.or.jp/ongakudou/

Fukushima city concert hall, Fukushima

AUG 12-15

Assemblage
Japan Tour 2019

«Assemblage» is a bassoon quartet consisting of Axel
Benoit (Principal Bassoon of Orchestre de Chambre de
Lausanne), Norihito Nishinomura (Co-principal Bassoon of
Berner Symphonie Orchester), Yuka Sukeno (Bassoon of
Berner Symphonie Orchester) and Kazuyo Nomura (Contra-
bassoon of Aichi Chamber Orchestra). The Ensemble will
be touring Japan this summer, performing music from
Mozart, Schubert, Weissenborn, Milde, and more.
www.proarte.co.jp/english

Tokyo, Osaka, Nagoya



Design x 3D Printing
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«Digital manufacturing could have
a real impact on design practices»

Alexis Georgacopoulos,Director of ECAL,

and Camille Blin,Head of Master Product Design
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Can you describe how you came up with the concept and idea

of the Digital Market?

3D printing is a topic that is often addressed in terms of research
and experimentation, with the objective of knowing what this technology
could bring in the near future. We decided to take a completely different
direction by adopting a very realistic and direct take around this produc-
tion process. Today, some machines are not only able to make prototypes;
they can actually make useable objects as well. That's why we decided
to set up a project that consists in producing and selling a range of every-
day items on site, providing a tangible illustration of the concept. The
ECAL Digital Market project is there to showcase how the 3D printing
technology can be used in larger scale and in a consumer-goods context.

What is the current and future impact of 3D printing on

design and retail?

Until now, digital manufacturing was more oriented as a proto-
typing tool but recent developments have indicated that it could have
a real impact on design practices. Through the ECAL Digital Market,
we also wanted to explore the full circle and make as transparent as
possible the links between the designer, the production and the end
customer. Furthermore and in addition to the physical retail, it made
sense to also create an online shop, offering the digital files of the
objects. This opens up the possibility to have access and to be able to
produce the objects anywhere in the world, eliminating stock manage-
ment, production delays and shipping.

Can you share a thought on Japan as culture and context

for design?

We have observed that the relationship Japanese people have
with physical objects is very special. Each time we travel to Japan, we
somehow see an object in a different way than usual. A simple piece
of wood becomes a precious item. The thinking process behind every
creation and the care Japanese people put in their objects and manu-
facturing is impressive and unique. This is why Japan is, in our opinion,
a really special place to share ideas, create projects, and discover
things related to design.

Can you share a thought on Switzerland as culture and context
for design?

Despite being a small country, Switzerland has a very strong
identity in terms of design, combining precision craftsmanship with
technologies and innovation. Architecture, graphic and typographic
design or furniture design are just some of the many fields in which
Switzerland excels. Furthermore, Switzerland and Japan have in
common an amazing product design history: just think of all the
contemporary leading brands like Vitra or Karimoku and schools like
Tama University or ECAL. We are convinced that the two countries
will continue building up a wonderful chapter for design history.

INCREZ NI
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CIBONE

A 20O XEMKF (ECAL: University of Art and
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www.ecal-digital-market.ch www.cibone.com

MAY 23-29——CIBONE Aoyama, Tokyo

ECAL Digital Market x
CIBONE

ECAL/University of Art and Design Lausanne is regarded
as one of the world leading platforms for academic and
creative undertakings. Using 3D printing technology to
produce items on site, the «ECAL Digital Market» shows
a new vision of digital manufacturing while offering func-
tional and well-designed everyday objects created by
Master Product Design students as well as by a selection
of ECAL-related designers (faculty members and alumni).
The project looks into the possibilities of production on
demand and highlights the role of the designer in this
new production cycle.

www.ecal-digital-market.ch www.cibone.com
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Kuwasawa Design School, Tokyo

Reproducing a lesson
by Bauhaus professor
Johannes Itten

The Bauhaus is celebrating its 100th anniversary this year.
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www.facebook.com/bauhaus100jp

Swiss painter, designer, teacher and theorist Johannes
Itten (1888-1967) had an important influence on the
initial Bauhaus movement by building a basic education
course at the school. In June, Prof. Yasuaki Okamoto (a
former professor of Kyoto University of Art & Design)
and a student of Kuwasawa Design School Tokyo will
reproduce one of these courses for the general public.
www.facebook.com/bauhaus100jp




Fairs
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Tokyo Art Book Fair 2019
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JUL 12-15———Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo

Tokyo Art Book Fair 2019

Two years after its last instalment, the Tokyo Art Book
Fair (TABF), Asia's biggest of its kind, makes its come-
back at the Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo. For its
10t anniversary, TABF welcomes several Swiss publishers
including Nieves, Innen, Side Issues, Passenger Books,
About Books, everyedition, Rollo Press, Edition Fink, Boa-
books, Jungle Books and tria publishing platform. They
will provide an opportunity to explore art/design/photo
books made in Switzerland.
//tokyoartbookfair.com/en

MAY 1M-MAY 12 Tsukuba Center Square, Ibaraki

Tsukuba International
Exchange Fair 2019

Recently selected as one of Switzerland's Host Towns
on the road to the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic
Games, Tsukuba City will host a Swiss booth to intro-
duce Swiss culture and intercultural exchange to the
local population.
www.inter.or.jp/international-fair.html

Exhibitions
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www.tosei-sha.jp

AUG 2—7——Higashikawa Cultural Exchange Center
Centpurel, Hokkaido

5™ International High
School Students’ Photo
Festival Exchange

Nicknamed «Town of Photography», Higashikawa (Hok-
kaido) is welcoming twenty-five teams from 23 coun-
tries and regions for the 5th International High School
Students’ Photo Festival Exchange. Among them,
students from Vevey, a Swiss town with an acclaimed
photo school and the renowned «Festival Images>.
higashikawa-youth-fest.jp

AUG 2-24

Gallery Tosei, Tokyo

NICOLAS HENRI
Photo Exhibition

Born in Zurich and trained in Toronto, Swiss photographer
Nicolas Henri is active in Switzerland, in Germany and
now in Japan with solo and group exhibitions. This Tokyo
show presents two of his photographic series. «Wohnkom-
plex 11» is the outcome of a 2011 road trip across the
former areas of socialist Eastern Germany during which
Nicolas Henri has intended to capture the ghostly remains
of working districts built until the 1980s and since then
deserted. A smaller series of peculiar still lifes, «The Cab-
inets of Wonder» was inspired by the mysterious feeling
experienced when one finds closed boxes, cabinets or
chests in an attic or a cellar which have not been opened
for a long time.

www.tosei-sha.jp
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several locations in Oita, Tokyo and Ibaraki
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several venues in Shibuya and Harajuku, Tokyo
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REPRODUCING A LESSON BY BAUHAUS
PROFESSOR JOHANNES ITTEN
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Kuwasawa Design School, Tokyo

12™ SKYLINE TRAIL SUGADAIRA
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Sugadaira Kogen, Nagano
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Tokyo, Nagoya, Kyoto

Performance
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NOTOS QUARTETT FIRST JAPAN TOUR

Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo, Tokyo

7H14B8-9R23H

w"oYJav + 957 bk: MY PLACE / MY SOUNDI
[GRASS EATER DIARY - EEHEE]

HOJO + KRAFT: «MY PLACE / MY SOUND» &
«GRASS EATER DIARY>»

REPEMEY—. REE —Kyoto Art Center, Kyoto
hRETIYF—L. 85 —Nakanojo Biennale 2019, Gunma
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Concert
JUL21
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JOINT CONCERT: MUSICIANS FROM SWITZERLAND
AND FUKUSHIMA

BEMEXE., &S

Fukushima city concert hall, Fukushima
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