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JOINT STATEMENT LEAD BY COSTA RICA AND SWITZERLAND

Madam President,

Let me thank the OHCHR for organizing this important and timely panel. | have the honor of

delivering this statement on behalf of more than 30 States.

The topic of peaceful protests has now been on the agenda of the HRC for over ten years.
During this period of time, significant progress has been achieved. OHCHR, UNODC, special
procedures, treaty bodies and civil society have carried out an extensive work to further
develop the international framework of human rights in the context of peaceful protests.
[Guidelines on less lethal weapons were published, General Comments on the right to life
and the right to peaceful assembly were adopted by the Human Rights Committee; and a
compilation of practical recommendations for the proper management of assemblies was
issued, just to mention a few.] There is therefore ample guidance available for a better
protection of human right before, during and after protests, in particular the rights to freedom
of peaceful assembly, of expression and of association as well as the rights to life and to

physical integrity.

Despite these significant advances, force continues to be used in an excessive manner by
States to repress peaceful protests, resulting in losses of life, injuries, cases of torture, ill-
treatment and enforced disappearances. In addition, as we have heard, challenges such as
internet shutdowns, surveillance and criminalization of protests have emerged. In some
cases, the COVID-19 pandemic has been used as a pretext to restrict the rights to freedom
of peaceful assembly, of expression and of association in an unnecessary or disproportionate
manner. Against this background, we call on States to renew their commitment to promote
and protect human rights in the context of peaceful protests and to hold perpetrators of

violations and abuses accountable.

By taking their claims to the street, protestors exercise their rights; they contribute to spur a
sound democratic debate, to inclusive public participation and to holding their governments
accountable for their action or their lack thereof. Therefore we strongly encourage authorities

to listen to the grievances being expressed by protesters.



Thank you Madam President.
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