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Swiss official development assistance (ODA)

Table 4
Swiss multilateral ODA by organisation  
2013–2014 (mil. CHF)

2014 p 2013 r

United Nations organisations 221.4 197.9
UN Development Programme (UNDP) 60.0 60.0
UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 22.0 21.0
UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) 18.8  11.0 
UN Population Fund (UNFPA) a 16.0 4.1
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 15.5 14.0
United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women) 14.0 12.0
UN Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) 10.0 10.0
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) 9.5 9.5
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 7.0 7.0
World Food Programme (WFP) 6.0 5.3
Special programmes of the World Health Organisation (WHO) b 5.5 5.9
UN Environment Programme (UNEP) 4.2 4.2
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) 2.5 2.5
Contributions to UN organisations reportable in part in ODA c 23.2 25.0
Other UN organisations 7.2 6.5
International Financial Institutions 356.0 345.3
International Development Association (IDA) d 231.5 252.8
African Development Fund (AfDF) d 76.8 52.7
Asian Development Fund (AsDF) 12.0 12.0
World Bank 12.2 12.2
Other development funds and banks 23.5 15.6
Other international organisations 101.8 100.4

Global Environment Facility (GEF) 29.0  28.5 

The Global Fund to Fight Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria 20.0 10.0

Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) 15.5 15.5

Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF) 10.9 10.7

Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD) 8.7 8.1

Other institutions 17.6 27.6

Total multilateral ODA 679.2 643.7

a	 The core contribution to UNFPA for 2013 was divided into two payments:  
10.6 mil. CHF in 2012 and 4.1 mil. CHF in 2013. 

b	 Excl. the core contribution to WHO, which is reportable in part (see c). 
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2013–2014 (mil. CHF)

2014 p 2013 r

United Nations organisations 221.4 197.9
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Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 7.0 7.0
World Food Programme (WFP) 6.0 5.3
Special programmes of the World Health Organisation (WHO) b 5.5 5.9
UN Environment Programme (UNEP) 4.2 4.2
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) 2.5 2.5
Contributions to UN organisations reportable in part in ODA c 23.2 25.0
Other UN organisations 7.2 6.5
International Financial Institutions 356.0 345.3
International Development Association (IDA) d 231.5 252.8
African Development Fund (AfDF) d 76.8 52.7
Asian Development Fund (AsDF) 12.0 12.0
World Bank 12.2 12.2
Other development funds and banks 23.5 15.6
Other international organisations 101.8 100.4

Global Environment Facility (GEF) 29.0  28.5 

The Global Fund to Fight Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria 20.0 10.0

Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) 15.5 15.5

Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF) 10.9 10.7

Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD) 8.7 8.1

Other institutions 17.6 27.6

Total multilateral ODA 679.2 643.7

c	 Percentages applied according to DAC directives. 
d	 Incl. Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative (MDRI). 	

Multilateral ODA includes general contributions 
paid by SDC and other federal offices to inter-
national development institutions. In 2014, the 
share of Swiss multilateral ODA was 21% of total 
ODA, lower than the average share for all DAC 
countries (30%).

Contributions to international non-governmental 
organisations, including the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC), are considered 
bilateral ODA.

Swiss multilateral cooperation has three pillars: as 
in previous years, the international financial insti-
tutions (IFI) were the main recipients of multilat-
eral ODA in 2014, but in a lower proportion than 
in 2013 (52% against 54%). The United Nations 
agencies and other international organisations 
absorbed 33% and 15% of multilateral ODA, 
respectively. 

Contributions to IFIs are registered in ODA at the 
time of the deposit and not upon encashment of 
the promissory notes (sight drafts). This notifica-
tion practice explains, on the one hand, the vari-
ations which may occur from one year to another 
and, on the other hand, the differences observed 
with the State accounts for SDC, where drawings 
deriving from prior promissory notes will spread 
over many years (see also Technical notes, p. 2). 
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Swiss official development assistance (ODA)

Graph 5
The four Framework Credits of the international  
cooperation and the other components of ODA
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This graph shows the composition of Swiss ODA. Its main components are repre-
sented proportionally in relation to total disbursements. ODA originates principally 
from the four framework credits of the international cooperation of the Swiss Con-
federation, shown in blue in the above graph. In accordance with the international 
statistical directives, various contributions provided by other federal offices, cantons 
and municipalities, as well as the costs for asylum seekers are also included in the 
ODA calculation. 

SDC Cooperation with the South

SDC  
Humanitarian Aid

SECO  
Coop. South

SECO  
Coop. East

SDC  
Coop. East

Asylum seekers

Other federal offices

Cantons & municipalities

lay_deza-jb2014_booklet_105x160mm_eng_GZA3_1g.indd   16 18.06.15   16:25



17

Development Finance

Graph 6
Swiss net financial flows to developing  
countries 2004–2013 (mil. CHF)
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The global development finance landscape is changing rapidly. Resource flows 
beyond ODA have gained in importance, as most developing countries have access to 
a much wider range of sources. 

Private capital flows, mainly foreign direct investments and guaranteed export credits, 
represent about 80% of the total Swiss net financial flows to developing countries. 

There are also other resources not captured by the DAC statistics, such as workers’ 
remittances from Switzerland to development countries. These flows amounted to 
around CHF 2 billion yearly in 2013 and 2014, which is twice the volume of the two 
preceding years (2011–2012). They include all current personal transfers in cash or in 
kind between resident and non-resident individuals.  

¢		Private capital flows at market terms

¢		Private grants by NGOs

¢		Official development assistance (ODA)
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SDC/SECO  
expenditures
Page 20–34 
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Table 5
Overview of SDC/SECO expenditures  
2010–2014 (mil. CHF) 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Total expenditures SDC 1 507.0 1 681.8 1 848.7 2 045.1 2 228.2

Humanitarian aid 314.9 336.1 337.7 387.2 463.0

Development cooperation 1 066.9 1 204.4 1 338.8 1 419.5 1 496.8

Cooperation with Eastern Europe and the CIS 106.7 105.4 109.0 129.1 148.5

Contribution to EU enlargement 18.5 35.9 63.2 109.3 119.9

Total expenditures SECO 238.4 268.4 294.6 331.3 390.6

Development cooperation 161.2 194.6 208.5 217.3 242.9

Cooperation with Eastern Europe and the CIS 59.6 60.0 72.0 88.2 90.9

Contribution to EU enlargement 17.6 13.8 14.1 25.8 56.7

Graph 7.1
SDC expenditures by field of activity 2014 (in %)

¢		Humanitarian aid

¢		Development cooperation

¢		Cooperation with Eastern Europe and the CIS

¢		Contribution to EU enlargement

The table and the graph above show the financial results for SDC and SECO (Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development Division) as they appear in the State account 
without return flows. The operations of the Swiss Investment Fund for Emerging 
Markets (SIFEM) are recorded in separate accounts, and therefore do not appear 
in this table.

21

67

7
5

SDC/SECO expenditures
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Graph 7.2
SECO expenditures by field of activity 2014 (in %)

¢		Development cooperation

¢		Cooperation with Eastern Europe and the CIS

¢		Contribution to EU enlargement
62
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SECO – Development cooperation

Table 6
SDC Development cooperation by priority country  
and region 2013–2014 (mil. CHF) 

2014 2013 r

Priority countries and regions 496.9 478.1
Mekong 59.1 49.8
Central America 37.9 42.3
Nepal 37.4 38.2
Hindukush 37.0 30.9
Great Lakes 27.3 31.1
Bangladesh 26.0 29.5
Bolivia 25.8 24.5
Southern Africa 24.3 30.5
Tanzania 23.5 22.8
Mozambique 23.3 23.0
Chad 22.7 14.3
Mali 21.5 20.2
Mongolia 19.5 18.2
Niger 18.1 16.6
Horn of Africa 16.9 8.1
Burkina Faso 16.6 21.3
Benin 15.3 15.3
Gaza and West Bank 14.0 14.0
North Africa 12.7 12.5
Cuba 9.4 8.2
Haiti 8.9 6.9
Other activities 448.5 388.6
Other countries and regions a 118.3 96.9
Programme contributions to NGOs 101.0 96.5
Thematic mandates and operating costs 229.2 195.2
Bilateral development cooperation 945.5 866.6
Multilateral development cooperation 551.4  552.8 
Total 1 496.8 1 419.5

a	 This category covers countries in which global programmes are achieved (Peru, India, China).
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a	 Excluding programme contributions to Swiss NGOs, multisectoral activities and operating costs.

Graph 8
Bilateral expenditures of SDC development  
cooperation by theme 2013–2014 (mil. CHF) a

The diagram shows the allocation of resources to the thematic domains where SDC 
concentrated its bilateral development activities in 2013 and in 2014. 

Through its global programmes acting at various intervention levels, SDC focuses on 
the development of innovative solutions in the following five areas: climate change, 
food security, migration, water and health. These programmes are not specific to any 
geographic region, but rather focus on those regions where the impact will be the 
greatest.
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SDC – Development cooperation

Table 7
SECO Development cooperation by priority  
country 2013–2014 (mil. CHF)

2014 2013 r

Priority countries 97.7 95.1
Vietnam 19.1 16.5
Indonesia 18.2 14.3
Ghana 16.1 25.0
Egypt 13.1 9.9
Peru 10.0 10.7
South Africa 8.1 4.1
Tunisia 6.8 9.1
Colombia 6.3 5.5
Other 145.2 122.2
Global/regional programmes and other countries,  
various contributions a 131.2 111.8
Operating costs (except priority countries) 14.0 10.5
Total 242.9 217.3

a	 Significant complementary programs to the SDC measures have been implemented in Burkina Faso, Mozambique 
and Tanzania.

Graph 9
SECO Development cooperation by  
theme 2014 (in %) a

¢		Urban infrastructure and utilities

¢		Economic and financial policy

¢		Private sector and entrepreneurship

¢		Sustainable trade

¢		Climate-friendly growth

11

29
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24

20

a	 Excluding operating costs
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SDC – Humanitarian aid

Graph 10
Swiss Humanitarian Aid unit (SHA):  
mission days abroad 2005–2014

Graph 11
Humanitarian aid by strategical fields 2012–2014  
(in %)

¢		Prevention and preparedness

¢		Emergency relief

¢		Reconstruction

¢		Advocacy

¢		Structure and personnel costs

8

5219

6

15

¢		 Bilateral activities	 ¢	Secondments

¢		Rapid Response Team 	 ¢	Swiss Rescue
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SDC – Humanitarian aid

Table 8
SDC Humanitarian aid by intervention country  
and region 2013–2014 (mil. CHF) 

2014 2013 r

Africa 128.6 96.5
South Sudan 17.7 12.5
Sudan 11.3 9.4
Congo (Democratic Republic) 8.8 9.0
Somalia 8.7 7.3
Liberia a 7.6 2.5
Mali 6.9 1.6
Ethiopia 6.7 5.8
Central African Republic 6.5 2.9
Morocco 5.2 3.5
Zimbabwe 5.2 6.2
Kenya 5.2 5.2
Chad 3.7 2.5
Algeria 3.6 2.3
Madagascar 3.2 2.5
Niger 2.8 3.5
Libya 2.0 0.1
Guinea 1.7 0.6
Ivory Coast 1.5 1.4
Burundi 1.5 2.3
Cameroon 1.3 0.1
Tunisia 1.3 0.2
Egypt 1.1 0.1
Other countries 2.6 5.5
Regional projects and not distributed by country 12.5 9.4
Latin America 27.6 22.0
Colombia 10.9 9.3
Haiti 8.2 7.8
Bolivia 2.8 0.8
Other countries 2.3 1.6
Regional projects and not distributed by country 3.4 2.5
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2014 2013r

Asia 110.9 104.0
Syria a b c 26.6 11.6
Gaza and West Bank b 13.3 9.9
Myanmar 10.2 7.7
Iraq a 9.1 6.0
Yemen 7.4 7.2
North Korea 7.3 10.0
Afghanistan 5.6 4.9
Jordan b 5.4 8.2
Lebanon b 5.0 12.4
Sri Lanka 5.0 8.2
Pakistan 4.2 4.8
Georgia 3.9 3.3
Tajikistan 2.1 1.6
Philippines d 1.6 2.8
Other countries 2.6 4.0
Regional projects and not distributed by country 1.6 1.4
Europe 4.6 0.4
Ukraine 2.5 –
Turkey 1.3 0.2
Other countries 0.2 0.2
Regional projects and not distributed by country 0.5 –
Other activities, not distributed geographically 191.3 164.4
General contribution to the International Committee  
of the Red Cross (ICRC) 80.0 70.0
Contributions to international organisations 51.8 39.8
Programme contributions to NGOs 11.4 10.8
Various contributions and administrative costs 48.1 43.8
Total 463.0 387.2

a	 Excl. 22.5 mil. CHF financed through the credit for development cooperation in 2014 (Ebola outbreak in Liberia, 
11.25 mil. CHF, Syria and Iraq crisis, 11.25 mil. CHF). 

b	 The general contributions to UNRWA of 18.8 mil. CHF in 2014 (9.8 mil. CHF in 2013) are recorded under „contri-
butions to international organisations“. These amounts are distributed as follows: 8.4 mil. CHF in Gaza and West 
Bank, 4.7 mil. CHF in Syria, 3.5 mil. CHF in Jordan and 2.2 mil. CHF in Lebanon. 

c	 Excl. 14 mil. CHF financed through the credit for development cooperation in 2013. 
d	 Excl. 2 mil. CHF financed through the credit for development cooperation in 2013.
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SDC – Humanitarian aid

Table 9
Partners of SDC Humanitarian aid 2014 (mil. CHF)

a	 This figure includes CHF 20 million in Swiss dairy products and CHF 14 million in grain.

General  
contributions

Specific  
contributions

 
Food aid

 
Total

UN organisations 51.3 87.1 26.1 164.4

World Food Programme (WFP) 6.0 29.3 26.1 61.4

Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 15.5 19.9 – 35.4

UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) 9.5 14.0 – 23.5

UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) 18.8 1.1 – 19.9

UN Children‘s Fund (UNICEF) – 8.9 – 8.9

Other UN organisations 1.5 13.8 – 15.3

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 80.0 57.1 – 137.1

Other partners and direct interventions 0.5 153.0 7.9 161.4

Swiss NGOs – 27.0 5.3 32.3

International organisations and foreign NGOs 0.5 45.5 1.4 47.4

Direct interventions by the Swiss Humanitarian Aid Unit (SHA) and Swiss Rescue – 39.9 1.2 41.1

Private sector and research institutes – 2.8 – 2.8

Operating, personnel and material expenditures   – 37.9 – 37.9

Total Humanitarian aid 2014 131.8 297.2 34.0 a 463.0

Total Humanitarian aid 2013 109.8 243.4  34.0 a 387.2
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Table 9
Partners of SDC Humanitarian aid 2014 (mil. CHF) General  

contributions
Specific  

contributions
 

Food aid
 

Total
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Graph 12
SDC Cooperation with Eastern Europe and the CIS  
by theme 2014 (in %)  a

SDC/SECO – Cooperation with the East

Table 10
SDC Cooperation with Eastern Europe and the CIS by 
priority country and region 2013–2014 (mil. CHF)

2014 2013

Priority countries and regions 120.6 102.2
Central Asia 32.3 27.8
South Caucasus 13.7 10.2
Bosnia and Herzegovina 12.9 10.5
Kosovo 12.7 12.2
Albania 11.8 9.3
Moldova 10.8 9.0
Serbia 10.3 9.2
Macedonia 9.3 8.2
Ukraine 6.7 5.9
Other activities 27.9 26.9
Other countries and regions 12.6 12.4
Contribution to IDEA 0.8 0.8
Programme contributions to NGOs 6.0 5.6
Various contributions and administrative costs 8.4 8.1
Total 148.5 129.1

¢		Rural development

¢		Water

¢		Health

¢		Vocational training

¢		Democratisation, decentralisation  

	 and local governance

¢		Migration

¢		Other themes

17

15

24

31

2 6

5

a	 Excluding programme contributions to Swiss NGOs, multisectoral activities and operating costs.
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¢		Rural development

¢		Water

¢		Health

¢		Vocational training

¢		Democratisation, decentralisation  

	 and local governance

¢		Migration

¢		Other themes

Table 11
SECO Cooperation with Eastern Europe and the CIS by 
priority country 2013–2014 (mil. CHF) 

2014 2013

Priority countries 81.8 75.8
Tajikistan 18.4 14.7
Kyrgyzstan 14.4 11.8
Albania 12.3 16.2
Ukraine 11.6 9.7
Kosovo 8.7 7.1
Macedonia 5.1 2.8
Bosnia and Herzegovina 4.6 3.0
Serbia 4.5 6.0
Azerbaijan 2.3 4.4
Other 9.1 12.4
Regional programmes and other countries 4.5 8.5
Operating costs (except priority countries) 4.6 3.9
Total 90.9 88.2

Graph 13
SECO Cooperation with Eastern Europe and the CIS  
by theme 2014 (in %) a

¢		Urban infrastructure and utilities

¢		Economic and financial policy

¢		Private sector and entrepreneurship

¢		Sustainable trade

¢		Climate-friendly growth
6211

17

4 6

a	 Excluding operating costs
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Programme 
contributions a

Humanitarian 
aid Dev. coop. Coop. East Total  b

Swiss NGOs and centres of excellence 118.1 21.9 111.2 14.9  266.1 

of which:

HELVETAS Swiss Intercooperation 10.7 1.2 46.1 9.0 67.0

Swisscontact 4.3 0.4 22.7 0.2 27.6

Swiss Red Cross 9.8 4.4 0.5 3.0 17.7

Terre des Hommes, Lausanne 10.5 1.4 1.6 – 13.5

Caritas Switzerland 11.1 1.1 – – 12.2

Swiss Interchurch Aid (EPER) 7.6 – – 1.8 9.4

MSF – Médecins sans Frontières 5.7 2.3 – – 8.0

Solidar Switzerland 3.9 -0.2 3.2 – 6.9

Bread for all 6.6 – – – 6.6

Swissaid 6.2 – – – 6.2

Catholic Lenten Fund 5.8 – – – 5.8

Enfants du Monde 2.7 – 2.2 – 4.9

Pestalozzi Children‘s Foundation 3.7 – 0.1 – 3.8

Education 21 3.7 – – – 3.7

Geneva Federation for Cooperation (FGC) 3.3 – – – 3.3

Swiss research and university institutions 0.3 0.6 43.6 11.5 55.9

Swiss private sector  – 1.1 21.8 6.1 28.9

Swiss public sector  – 0.9 9.1 2.1 12.2

United Nations organisations, multi-bilateral activities  – 113.1 131.5 21.2 265.8

International financial institutions, multi-bilateral activities  – 1.0 26.6 7.0 34.5

Other foreign and international organisations  – 171.3 142.3 30.7 344.3

of which: International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)  – 137.1 2.8  – 139.9

Organisations in the South and the East  – 12.7 182.3 22.2 217.1

Total Partners 118.4 322.7 668.2 115.6 1 224.9

Direct interventions, operating costs  – 77.1 176.1 26.1 279.3

Total 2014 118.4 399.8 844.3 141.7 1 504.2

Total 2013 r  112.9 336.6 769.7 122.7 1 342.0

SDC – Partners

Table 12
SDC Partners in bilateral activities 2014 (mil. CHF)
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Programme 
contributions a

Humanitarian 
aid Dev. coop. Coop. East Total  b

Swiss NGOs and centres of excellence 118.1 21.9 111.2 14.9  266.1 

of which:

HELVETAS Swiss Intercooperation 10.7 1.2 46.1 9.0 67.0

Swisscontact 4.3 0.4 22.7 0.2 27.6

Swiss Red Cross 9.8 4.4 0.5 3.0 17.7

Terre des Hommes, Lausanne 10.5 1.4 1.6 – 13.5

Caritas Switzerland 11.1 1.1 – – 12.2

Swiss Interchurch Aid (EPER) 7.6 – – 1.8 9.4

MSF – Médecins sans Frontières 5.7 2.3 – – 8.0

Solidar Switzerland 3.9 -0.2 3.2 – 6.9

Bread for all 6.6 – – – 6.6

Swissaid 6.2 – – – 6.2

Catholic Lenten Fund 5.8 – – – 5.8

Enfants du Monde 2.7 – 2.2 – 4.9

Pestalozzi Children‘s Foundation 3.7 – 0.1 – 3.8

Education 21 3.7 – – – 3.7

Geneva Federation for Cooperation (FGC) 3.3 – – – 3.3

Swiss research and university institutions 0.3 0.6 43.6 11.5 55.9

Swiss private sector  – 1.1 21.8 6.1 28.9

Swiss public sector  – 0.9 9.1 2.1 12.2

United Nations organisations, multi-bilateral activities  – 113.1 131.5 21.2 265.8

International financial institutions, multi-bilateral activities  – 1.0 26.6 7.0 34.5

Other foreign and international organisations  – 171.3 142.3 30.7 344.3

of which: International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)  – 137.1 2.8  – 139.9

Organisations in the South and the East  – 12.7 182.3 22.2 217.1

Total Partners 118.4 322.7 668.2 115.6 1 224.9

Direct interventions, operating costs  – 77.1 176.1 26.1 279.3

Total 2014 118.4 399.8 844.3 141.7 1 504.2

Total 2013 r  112.9 336.6 769.7 122.7 1 342.0

a 	Core contributions to NGOs for development and humanitarian programmes in countries of the South and the 
East as well as to centres of excellence for awareness activities     

b 	Excl. SDC contribution to EU enlargement (119.9 mil. CHF in 2014).   

Contributions and specific mandates
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Key figures

Graph 14
SDC and SECO staff as of end of 2014  
(number of FTE)

As of 31th December 2014, SDC employed 1,717 full-time equivalents (FTE), of which 
353 at the head office, 166 expatriates and 1,198 local employees.
SECO’s Economic Cooperation and Development Division employed 205 full-time 
equivalents (FTE), of which 90 at the head office, 21 expatriates and 94 local employees.

Number of ongoing projects as of 31.12.2014

			  SDC	 SECO
0.5–1.0 mil. CHF	 208	 17
1.0–3.0 mil. CHF	 381	 88
3.0–5.0 mil. CHF	 239	 56
From 5.0 mil. CHF	 337	 125
Total	 1165	 286

Number of Swiss representations abroad as of 31.12.2014

	 Total	 SDC presence	 SECO presence
Cooperation and 
programme Offices 	 42	 40	 10

Offices integrated  
to embassies	 17	 17	 7

Offices for the Swiss contri- 
bution to the EU enlargement	 7	 7	 7

Total	 66	 64	 24

0	 200	 400	 600	 800	 1000 

¢   Headquarters         ¢   Expatriates         ¢   Local Staff

Humanitarian aid

Development cooperation

Cooperation with Eastern
Europe and the CIS

Contribution to EU enlargement

Management, central services
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