FACTSHEET

INCLUSIVE SUSTAINABLE
ECONOMIC GROWTH AND EMPLOYMENT
For over forty years, Switzerland has been investing in economic development in Egypt. In line with the ‘Egypt Vision
2030’ and the Sustainable Development Goals, the focus has been on economic growth and employment. The
Embassy of Switzerland’s Ofﬁce for International Cooperation works on a number of challenges that Egypt’s economy
is currently facing, among them high poverty rates, high unemployment rates (especially among youth), poor access to
basic infrastructure and services, low participation of women in the workforce, and slow economic transformation.

PRIORITIES OF THE DOMAIN
IMPROVED ACCESS TO SUSTAINABLE BASIC
INFRASTRUCTURE AND INCLUSIVE URBAN
DEVELOPMENT
The Embassy of Switzerland’s Ofﬁce for International
Cooperation:
Delivers basic services such as water, waste water and solid waste
management.
+ Supports comprehensive urban development.
+ Contributes to a balanced spatial development, management of land
and resources.
+ Contributes to environmental resilience.
+ Provides institutional capacity building and technical assistance.
+ Contributes to policy dialogue.
+ Empowers communities and raises awareness.
+

A MORE COMPETITIVE PRIVATE SECTOR,
MORE AND BETTER JOBS
The Embassy of Switzerland’s Ofﬁce for International
Cooperation:
Boosts the national and international competitiveness of small and
medium enterprises (SMEs).
+ Engages in skills development.
+ Facilitates market access for SMEs.
+ Provides institutional capacity building and technical assistance.
+ Empowers communities and raises awareness.
+

IMPROVED BUSINESS
ENVIRONMENT
The Embassy of Switzerland’s Ofﬁce for International
Cooperation:
Supports regulatory, institutional and legal reforms that promote a
more conductive, inclusive business environment and investment
climate as well as reforms that promote ﬁnancial inclusion.
+ Supports regulatory, institutional and legal reforms that promote
macroeconomic stability and improved public ﬁnancial management.
+ Provides institutional strengthening and capacity building.
+ Supports inclusive ﬁnancial services such as: access to ﬁnance,
ﬁnancial product diversiﬁcation, and ﬁnancial education.
+ Provides technical assistance.
+
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NATIONAL AND
INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS
Switzerland builds on partnerships with state and non-state local and international actors, donors and
multinational organizations including:
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit
(GIZ)
+ Holding Company for Water and Wastewater and its Afﬁliated
Companies
+ International Finance Corporation (IFC)
+ International Labor Organization (ILO)
+ International Monetary Fund (IMF)
+ Jesuits and Brothers Association for Development
+ Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau KfW
+

Ministry of Communications and Information Technology
Ministry of Environment
+ Ministry of Health
+ Ministry of Investment and International Cooperation
+ Ministry of Trade and Industry
+ UN-Habitat
+ United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
+ World Bank (WB)
+ WorldFish
+
+

A GLANCE AT OUR PROJECTS

WATER PROGRAMME ASWAN
In December 2012, the Swiss Embassy launched a project to
rehabilitate a pumping station, ground reservoir, three kilometers
of transmission pipelines and 9.5 kilometers of rehabilitated
networks in Aswan city’s Al-Nassereya informal settlement, which
had long suffered from irregular and interrupted potable water
supply. In spring 2017, the project was completed and ofﬁcially
inaugurated, now supplying potable water to 100,000 people in
Al-Nassereya. The project was funded by the Swiss Government
with a grant of 5 million CHF (approximately 40 million EGP – pre
November 2016 currency rates) and the Egyptian Government
contributed with 5 million Egyptian pounds in addition to the land of
the pumping station.
Taking a holistic approach to water use, the project included
capacity building, water management and governance measures
undertaken with the Aswan Water and Wastewater Company as
well as raised awareness within the elementary schools and
community of Al-Nassereya.
Photo by Mostafa Abdel Atty

THE EGYPTIAN-SWISS PROJECT FOR
RECONSTRUCTING BLOOD TRANSFUSION
SERVICES IN EGYPT
Since 1997, Switzerland, in cooperation with Egypt’s Ministry of
Health, has been contributing to providing adequate, safe and
effective blood products and services in Egypt. The project
strengthened the capacities and services of the National Blood
Transfusion Center. The Center has been furnished with
modern equipment and its staff has been trained to ensure the
safety of the blood donations and transfusion services. The
center has been helping to date 480,000 patients in Egypt on
an annual basis. Since January 2014, the project supports the
center with the establishment of a new data center that will
synchronize data from national blood centers nationwide. The
launch of the center’s work is expected to take place in 2018.
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